GEORGE DEWEY

In the latter part of June and the early days of
July the Germans, with the industry with which
they aim to make their navy efficient, were keeping
very busy. I saw that they did not mean to accept
my interpretation of the laws of blockade. German
officers frequently landed in Manila, where they
were on the most cordial terms with the Span-
iards, who paid them marked attention; and, the
wish fathering the thought, the talk of the town was
that the Germans would intervene in favor of Spain.
It was well known that Vice-Admiral von Diedrichs
had officially visited the Spanish captain-general in
Manila, who had returned the call at night. No
other senior foreign naval officer had exchanged visits
with the captain-general. Other Spanish officials
called on the Germans and were saluted by the Ger-
man vessels, these salutes being returned by the
Spanish batteries on shore; but they did not call on
the other senior officers present so far as I know,
and certainly were not saluted if they did. One
foreign consul in Manila, I know, had orders from
his government to report the actions of the Germans
in cipher.

Not only did the German officers frequently visit
the Spanish troops and outposts, thus familiarizing
themselves with the environs of Manila, but a Prince
Lowenstein was taken off to the Kaiserin Augusta
by one of Aguinaldo's staff. This came to our knowl-
edge through the fact that the prince and his escort
had to seek refuge on board an English man-of-waramara*amilies and their conveyers and the plan of
